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Tactile book
? ? ?



Goal for parents and children

• Creating the possibilities for natural and 
meaningful parent-child interaction: 
information exchange, discussing situations of 
everyday life, telling stories and fairy tales



For children

Main:
• Development of symbolic function
• Meaningful communication with close adults
• Understanding the content of stories
• Story telling skills
Side:
• Perceptional system development
• Improving spatial skills
• Understanding functions of objects



For parents

• Understanding about communication and 
language development in a child with DB

• Understanding the way how to tell stories 
to/with the child having DB

• Focusing on positive communication



What do the parents think?

The questionnaire contains 14 items  devoted to 
3 main topics: 
• the features of parent-child communication 

(means and themes), 
• experience of reading or telling stories with 

the child in the family,
• parents’ thoughts and ideas regarding new 

tools which could be useful for developing 
storytelling with their children.



• 35 parents: 33 mothers, 2 fathers
• Children: 23 boys and 12 girls, 2-14 years old 

All children have hearing and vision impairment of 
varying degrees and etiology (including central 
hearing and vision impairment as a part of severe 
multiple disabilities), some children have also severe 
cerebral palsy. 3 of children definitely understand and 
can use oral speech.



Most of parents practice 
reading, telling stories to 
their child and do it every 
day, but not all of them 
know if the child 
understands the content 
well. 
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Most of them understand this 
activity as oral speech. And 
tell stories to the child 
despite of being not sure if 
the child understands the 
content or even being sure 
that he/she doesn’t 
understand.
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All parents recognize the importance of this activity for 
different aspects of their child's development 

communication

broadening 
horizons

memories 

intellectual 
developmentvocabulary

social skills

emotions 



Most parents need 
new ideas for stories.

Most recognize the 
importance and 
availability of stories 
about daily routines.
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Most talk about the 
benefits of sign language 
(including tactile sign 
language) in 
communicating with a 
child and the hope to use 
it in the future. 

Some parents don’t think 
that sign language is an 
appropriate 
communication tool for 
their child, because the 
child has severe motor 
disability or is totally blind 
but can understand and 
use oral speech.
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Most of respondents 
mention a tactile book 
as one of the means of 
explaining the content of 
a story.

Most of respondents 
would like to participate 
in the creation of a story 
book for their children 
but some of them say 
that they don’t imagine 
how.
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Materials

• Stories for children in the national sign 
language

• A draft of a tactile book, where the parents 
add the suggested materials in indicated 
places





Materials

• The guidelines in sign and written language 
how to approach the method to the child



Important for children with DB

• Materials available for tactile perception 
(textures, shapes, spatial representations)

• Available level of symbolization
• Available content

(ex.: the first story should contain 4-5 phrases 
of 2-3 words/signs, all present objects should 
be defined, the story should be addressed to 
the concrete child etc.)



Who can be involved in project

• The children who are already able:
to keep visual attention on objects or explore 
them with hands
to take objects and put them on specific place
to understand simple nonverbal directions
to understand functions of familiar objects
to be able to use real objects as symbols (as 
minimum)



The way we do it

1. Playing / living a real situation.



Tactile book



The way we do it

2. Introducing the doll and toy objects to the 
child, playing the action with the doll.



The way we do it

3. A story about this real situation in a tactile 
book with a sign and / or verbal explanation.



The way we do it

4. A story about a similar situation in the life of 
another person.

5. The story of the life of abstract characters.
6. The story with a fictional component / fairy 

tale.
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